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During the last few months I have received numerous questions about billing codes for wound care, especially regarding the new debridement codes. I recently attended a Wound Clinic Business course given by Kathleen Schaum and Andrea Clark. Their information, as it applies to physical therapists, is summarized in hopes of clarifying the new code definitions and how they should be applied. First and foremost, any final determination in your facility is dependent upon the physical therapy practice act in your state and the policies of your MAC (Medicare Administrative Carrier). These are only general guidelines summarized by the experts at their course.

Physical therapists use 97597 and 97598 to bill for sharp or selective debridement. In the past, they were either/or codes, depending on the total surface area of the wounds being debrided.  As of 2011, the codes are used together, and are defined as follows:  

97597 – Removal of devitalized tissue from wound(s), selective debridement, without anesthesia (e.g., high pressure water jet with/ without suction, sharp selective debridement with scissors, scalpel, and forceps), with or without topical application(s), wound assessment, and instruction(s) for ongoing care, may include use of a whirlpool, per session; total wound(s) surface area less than or equal to 20 square centimeters.

97598 – (same definition)…each additional 20 square centimeter, or part thereof.

The surface area used to determine the amount billed is the surface area debrided, not

necessarily the total wound surface area. If the wound is initially 100% eschar or devitalized tissue and is fully debrided, the surface area after debridement is used (per Ms. Schaum). If the wound is partially devitalized tissue, only the surface area of the devitalized tissue debrided is used to determine the billing codes. For example, if a wound is 8 cm x 7 cm, total of 56 cm sq, and is 25% eschar, the area debrided would

be 16 cm sq, and only 1 unit of 97597 would be billed. If the entire wound were eschar and was totally debrided in one session, 1 unit of 97597 and 2 units of 97598 would be billed. Reimbursement for 97598 is one-half of the value of 97597, whereas in 2010 97598 had a higher reimbursement rate. 

Billing is accompanied by ICD-9-CM codes for both the wound site and for pressure ulcers, the stage, as follows:

Pressure ulcer site:

· • 707.00 Unspecified site

· • 707.01 Elbow

· • 707.02 Upper back

· • 707.03 Lower back

· • 707.04 Hip

· • 707.05 Buttock

· • 707.06 Ankle

· • 707.07 Heel

· • 707.09 Other site

Pressure ulcer stages:

· • 707.20 Unspecified stage

· • 707.21 Stage I

· • 707.22 Stage II

· • 707.23 Stage III

· • 707.24 Stage IV

· • 707.25 Unstageable

Documentation for wound care provided by physical therapists in both in-patient and

out-patient settings, is expected to include the following (per Ms. Schaum):

· • Physician order for PT wound care services

· • Initial evaluation of PT services

· • Wound characteristics (e.g., measurements, color, exudate, tissue type)

· • Previous wound care services administered, including dates and modalities of treatment

· • Plan of treatment for PT wound care

· • Weekly progress notes, including current wound status, measurements, treatment provided

· • Description of instruments used for selective or sharp debridement (forceps, scalpel, scissors, high-pressure water jet)

· • Treatment grid/log with PT HCPCS billed

· • Certification/recertification for PT wound care services

· • Detailed itemization of supplies charged

· • Actual minutes provided to support timed service billed

The changes in the 2011 billing codes significantly change the way we document and bill

debridement, and compliance with policies and regulations is imperative if the profession wants to prevent more restrictive policies and regulations with lesser reimbursement from being implemented in the future.

And coming in 2012, ICD-10!!! Stay tuned

